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counseled brevity. There was no necessity of extended
argument to such a Congress. No reasoning or truths,
however cogently presented, would influence a single
Member. The leading Radicals were predetermined, and
their followers had not the moral courage to act out an
honest, independent opinion. The bill, like its prede-
cessors, is flagrantly unconstitutional, anti-republican and
despotic, but there is the essence and spirit of Radical-
ism.

There is extreme bitterness among the Radicals, which
manifested itself in the Senate and the House. Chandler,
coarse, vulgar, and violent, assailed Fessenden, who was
indignantly cowardly and apologetic to his furious anta-
gonist.

July 23, Tuesday. Seward had a proclamation prepared
against Mexican filibustering. The House had passed a
resolution calling for it. I excepted to the paper, and es-
pecially to that part of it which said, "Now, therefore, I,
A. J., being satisfied, etc., etc.," unless the President or
Secretary of State had such information and was satis-
fied. If they had, or there was any necessity for a pro-
clamation, I regretted that there should have been delay.
... The President said he was aware of no reason for
the step. Seward said there was nothing serious, nor did
he suppose there would be, but he thought it prudent,
under the circumstances, to send out the paper.

A more embarrassing subject was a resolution which
had passed the two houses expressing sympathy with the
insurrectionists in Crete, and requiring the Administra-
tion to communicate this fact to the Turkish Government.
It was one of those loose, indiscreet measures which an
inconsiderate Congress foolishly enacts. Seward had put
his letter to the Minister in as unexceptionable a form as
he could, but it can hardly be otherwise than offensive.
The President regretted his attention had not been called
to the subject, for he would not have signed the resolu-